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“AT FIRST GLANCE THE
RESTORATION JOB,
SKILFUL CRAFTSMA

VNN HARD, PLAY HARD

y ol his peers, Pukekohe resident David Polwart
mys had a fondness for the ‘69 model. However,
h running a business and raising seven children,
1 °6% was always just out of reach. For quite
e the dream was all but forgotten, until around
ars ago. For some reason Dave decided there
better time than the present to spend his kids'
ce. Although the thought of going all out and
a rare exotic like a Boss 302 crossed his mind, he
nted a car he could drive, rather than one that
o be wrapped in cotton wool, Dave decided to
ring eBay and other websites to track down a
starting point, but neglected to tell his wife his
5 until just before the cash changed hands.
he wanted a custom ride rather than a run-of-
Mustang, he decided there was no point chasing
matching numbers vehicle. Instead, what Dave
it the family’s hard-earned cash on was just a
i, average condition "69 with a tired motor. One
magine the look on Dave's non-car-loving wife's
his beloved purchase arrived. Either. like most
wers, she couldn’t see the patential in the car,
o5 she knew it was going to take a lot of time and

& money to turn the ugly duckling into a
wan.

ware that the narme Matamata PanelWaorks

1 these pages regularly. It is with good reason,
Dave was very familiar with the reputation the
ks guys have earned, and knew they were just
to help get the car to where he wanted it.
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CAR’S SKIN MAY
BUT ON
NSHIP HAS BEEN USED”

Although his purchase appeared to be in relatively
good condition, the odd sign of previous repair
wiork aside, it was decided to acid dip the shell so
the team had a clean starting paint.
It was once the shell was returned from Rotorua’s
Kiwi Dip Stripping that the Matamata team and
Dave were in for the shock of their lives, Dave
recalls: *1 got an email from Malcolm [part-owner of
Matamata Panel Works] with the title "Haly shit’, it
was a picture of the car after the stripping. and there
were more holes than metal left. From then on the
car was called the crayfish pot. It was that bad that
none of us could believe it. so for the car to end up
looking as great as it is today gives you some idea of
the skill lan [another part-owner of Matamata Panel
works] and the boys have”
Thankfully, with the number of Mustangs restored
these days, most body panels are available as off-the-
shelf reproductions, though installing and fitting them
i5 na job for the back yard handyman, especially if you
want it done right.
working with such highly skilled bodywork guys meant
it didn’t take long for the mild repair/resto 1o tuen into
a custom bodywork bonanza. While many of the ideas
were Dave’s, some were lan's, and thankfully the two
agreed on every single modification.
Once the new floor, rear quarters and roof panels
were fitted and the panel gaps were perfected, the
customisation began.
| remember actually being shown the car when it was
on the jig almost 12 months ago now. lan pointed out
the way the strut towers had been moved out 25mm
each side, Although lan was telling me in his thick English
accent, “wWe chooped "em "ere 'n’ coot aut on unch, but

CRAYFISH POTS AND BEOOY ROTS
Upan original purchase, Dave’s Mustang didn't
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APPEAR TO BE A
CLOSER INSPECTION SOME VERY

PERFEC

Engime: Roberl pond Raging
427 (oW displacing 7899cch,
alaminium block, Scat crank,
seat He-beam reds. ARP
halts, P dished pistons, 1l
eompression Comp Cams raller
hydraulic cam, Crame hydraulic
rollers, Smith Bros custam
pushrods, Erson rodler r?{hr
arms, Caton road-race il pan,
aluminium Keith craft racing
CNEC ported Stage 2 eads, KN
air filter, Ford sidewinder Cb
aluminium manifold, Nos Ford
orkginal C5-bv ra0cim Holley
carh, Barry Grant fuel pamp,
Barry Grant Tumuqr,l-lmqmp
and Fragela bosing, M0 GAL
ikl distributor, MSD leads,
Hooker Saper compelition three-
inch exhaust, 40 seriis flow
masters, aluminium radiator,
alloy water wmp.milm-nﬂﬁl
valve covers and hreather tank,
bilbet aluminium pulleys
priveline: Tremac THO G00 five-
speed mmu.llwlmuﬂ billet
steel Nywheel, 11-imch big Plnth.
26-spline Kevlar du‘bm.!lulw-o:
clateh hydraulics, Lakewood be
housing, Ltd housing and Ford
nine-inch, big hearings. H-apline
axles, 32511 Aif] grars, custom:
de driveshall
l::.pmsm 1 RAS struts, Koni
shacks, three-link RES rear, RIS
rack and pinion, Tatal cantrol
Bottom arms, ome-inch frost
r
?rl:::: grembo front callipers, RRS
ar dlsc package
:nerh.-'ufu: 1758 and 17510 Fo:f:
rims, 245/45R17 and 285/40R17
tyres
:mru:.:‘uulﬁtulmutmumh
madified floarpan, custom riEar
firewall, madified humpers, cusiom
frant valance, custom FEar nlar-cr;t
all boeks remoyed, custom PPG n:
nterior: Modified and re-trimme
seats, Grant staering wheel, Hurst
shifver, Awto Mater gauges, YOO
ten andio
:::Mr e A4TkW-plus {u00hp-
plIﬂ.MlmIMquel:nﬁHNlﬂ“
eatimatbons)

look anywhere near as bad as it turned out to be,
After the body shell was acid dipped, the true
extent of the rust became obvious, and from there
on the car was known as the crayfish pot. For the
car to be as immaculately presented as it Is today,

almost the entire body shell has been replaced
with brand new off-the-shelf panels. As you can
see, completing a job like this is no simple task.
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you canoot tell.” | almost didn't believe him, as
the job has been made to look as il it was that way
from the factory. The way the floor has been cut
and raised around the gearbox tunnel was the
same, If you knew, you knew, if you didn't, you
wouldn't pick it for a million dollars. Obviowsly
these modifications were made with a serious
driveline package in mind, as was the decision to
add a firewall between the rear seat and boot, and
chassis connectors from front to rear.
Looking at the exterior of the car, it"s obyviously
stunning. Bul the reasons why are not 50 obviouws.
At first glance the car's skin may appear 1o be a
perfect restoration job, but on closer inspection
some very skilful craftsmanship has been used.
Both the front and rear bumpers have been cut
and shut to sit closer to the body, and all the locks
have been removed. These small and simple
maodifications play a great part in smoothing
the exterior. The custom front and rear valances,
howewver, do exactly the opposite. Messing with
the lines of a "69 in such a way is a big risk, but one
that has paid off by creating a super-staunch look.
Once the Matamata lads were sure all the panel
gaps were perfect, and every panel was straighter
than when it left the factory, the car was sent to
D&J Simon Car Painters. The paint job from D& is
eviery bit as fantastic as the bodywork, and Dave's
choice of custom PPG maroon suits the car's
lines perfectly.

OLD DDE, NEW TRICKS

It wasn't just the topside of the body shell that saw
the PPG treatment, as both the underneath and
inside are as flawless as the exterior. With the RRS
three-link coil-over rear suspension arrangement
that has been installed, the car can now out-
handle almost anything on the road, European
exotics included. The RRS setup is a neat bit of
gear, and although it requires a decent amount

of welding, it"s well worth the time, effort and
cash to install it. Up front, RRS coil-over adjustable
struts have been fitted, along with Total Control
bottem arms and a one-inch sway bar. Dave also
went to the extra effort of installing RRS rack and
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pinion steering, a move that further enhances
thi driveability of the car. Purists may say this
kit takes away some of the vehicle's character,
and if by character they mean vagueness, then
they are correct. There's no doubting the car is a
streeter through and through, but this didn’t stop
the undercarriage from receiving many custom
touches. The brake and fuel lings are now run
internally through the car to keep the underside
clutter-free, and all undercarriage items not
maroon are now gloss black.

Sitting at each end of the deburred diff are

now RRS discs and callipers which, just like the
suspension package, are designed specifically to
fit a Mustang of this generation. Up front a pair
of Brembo callipers does the clamping on large
slotted rotors. The brake package required a few
pedal box modifications, but again nothing oo
serious for the Matamata Panel Works team.

BETTER THAN THE BOSS

Knowing all along that he wanted a big block
maotor, Dave scoured the internet until he found
exactly what he was after. Robert Pond is an
American NHRA class champion who happens
to run an engine building business aptly named
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Rohert Pond Motorsport (RPM). RPM doesn't
normally supply direct to the public, just to Keith
Craft, one of the better-known engine retailers in
America. When Dave made contact with Robert,
he had a seriously modified 427 big block motor
on hand that had been used solely for dyno
testing. A deal was done, and the engine was
shipped over to the other side of the world.
The alurminium 427 block now displaces 482¢i
{789%9¢cc) thanks to a 108mm bore and matching
108mm stroke Scat crank. Swinging off the crank
are Scat H-beam rods and CP pistons dished to
achieve a 10.1:1 compression ratio. A Comp Cams
roller hydraulic cam sends signals to oversize
valves through Smith Bros pushrods, Crane
hydraulic rollers and Erson Roller Rocker arms,
Housing the valves are Stage 2 ported Keith Craft
Racing CNC-machined aluminium heads. Atop
these there's a Ford sidewinder Cé aluminium
manifold and Mos Ford Original C5-BV 780cfm
Holley carburettor. To pump the liguid gold into
the powerful combination are a Barry Grant
fuel pump, Barry Grant regulator and metres of
Aeroquip and Fragola hosing. Firing the sleeping
giant is the task of an MSD 6AL billet distributor
and M50 leads, while extracting leftovers from the

‘WHEN DAVE MADE CONTACT WITH ROBERT, HE HAD A
SERIOUSLY MODIFIED 427 BIG BLOCK MOTOR ON HAND
THAT HAD BEEN USED SOLELY FOR DYNO TESTING”

combustion cycles are Hooker Super Competition
headers and twin three-inch Pro Coated pipes.
To ensure the package remains well lubricated, a

Caton road/race baffled high volume sump has

been added.

The finishing touches in the engine bay - such as
thie CNC machined brackets and pulleys, custom

lidden breather tanks and filling of all unused
holes - lifts the bay to the next level. To assist the

smooth finish there's no visible wiring. and items
such as the battery and window washer bottle
have been relocated 1o the boot,

HIT THE ROAD
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0 handle the conservative estimation of 447kW

(&00hp), plus another 75kW available by a simple
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arby upgrade, the driveline is far from the original
oppy four-speed. Cog swapping is now the

territory of a Tremac TKO 600 five-speed 'box

ith a lightweight billet steel flywheel and 279mm

Kevlar clutch. Down the rear is a LTD diff housing

1d Ford nine-inch with oversize bearings, 31-sp e

axles and a 3.25:1 ratio.

T

he interior of the veh

cle bears little resemblance
that of a factory Mustang. Sure, the dash pad,

door trims and seats are all ariginal items, but they

ha

ve all been re-covered for a late model look.

Dave’s choice of white leather on black works
remarkably well, as does the choice of white-faced
Auto Meter gauges to measure spead, rpm, oil
pressure, fuel level, volts and water temperature.
These items, along with a VDO sound system. no
doubt leave Dave's seven kids fighting for a seat
every time the vehicle is fired into life.

During the engine bay de-looming process, the
entire loom was re-manufactured by Auto Electrix
in Matamata with just the bare essential wiring.

DONE AND DUSTED

After being in the build for a year, Dave and his
family can now hit the road in the knowledge they
have one of the best all-round muscle cars in the
country, Dave attributes the quick build time of
the vehicle to the people who got invalved, “lan at
Matamata Panel Works is an absolute craftsman, |
just can't say enough about him. And Malcolm is a
real genuine guy to deal with, hats off to him also.”

The best thing about the car? According to Dave,
its h

enjoyable it is to drive. "1 can't believe
how it handles, not to mention it goes like shit.”
After a lifetime of wanting a ‘69, it was well worth
thie wait. Not only does Dave now own one, it's
exactly the way he wanted it. And that's what
building a car should be all about.
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aAge: -ing
{:::up stbon: Intersection
windscreen cleaner %
previously owned (ars: Mini
Cooper :
l:’:m car: Dne that dogsn L
cost a ** " fortune.
wihy the Mustang? Decasse
1 can, Mo, really, It's one I"ve
atways wanted since | was 3
young lad, but alferdability
masn't come until now. lam
doing the night shifts at my
local intersection washing
il SLreens.
{id times 12 months
T:ng_th of swnership: 17 manths
pave thanks: His wile Teresa (of
course), the kids (Daniel, Sean,
Jessica, Liam, Dliwla, Kherem,
moman), Greg Miller - painter,
Jom Mo - glectrical work, Ross
sischewskl - interior trim work,
the team at Matamata panelworks.
his hrother stephen, Danny Brown,
carl at E&H Molors pukekohe, Roberl
pamnd, Phill Gibbs at Jas Jenners 4
le.tht,s-urnmil Rating, the Leam a
yTHZ Pukekohi
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“A PICTURE OF THE CAR AFTER

STRIPPING REVEALED THERE
WERE MORE HOLES THAN
ACTUAL METAL”



